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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1-5, 1 1-14 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by US 6,396,772 to Yabe et al. 

2. Regarding claim 1 : Yabe discloses an electronic timepiece (1 ) comprising: a first 
power source (80); a clock circuit (104) connected to the first power source (80); a 
power source input detecting circuit 92 for detecting an input of a second power source 
(48); a switch circuit (49) for connecting the first power source (80) and the second 
power source (48) (col. 6, lines 55-60); and a control circuit (93) for controlling the 
switch circuit (49) to connect the first power source (80) and the second power source 
(48) so that the first power source (80) is charged by the second power source (48), 
thereby operating the clock circuit (104), when the power source input detecting circuit 
92 detects an input of the second power source (48). 
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3. Regarding claim 2: Yabe further discloses wherein the second power source 
(48) has a capacity larger than that of the first power source (80). 

4. Regarding claim 3: Yabe further discloses wherein the switch circuit (49) has a 
first switch (SW1 1-SW14, SW21 ) that connects the first power source (48) and the 
second power source (80) in parallel (col. 7, lines 3-38), and a second switch (SW1- 
SW4) that is connected in parallel to the first switch (SW1 1-SW14, SW21), and when 
the power source input detecting circuit 92 detects the input of the second power source 
(48), the control circuit 93 turns on the second switch (SW1 -SW4) to connect the first 
power source (80) and the second power source (48) (col. 7, lines 40-67, col. 8, lines 1- 
67, col. 9, lines 1-49, col. 10, lines 42-67). 

5. Regarding claim 4: Yabe further discloses a power generator (A); and a voltage 
detector (92A-92C) for turning on the first switch (SW1 1 -SW1 4, SW21 ) when the power 
generator (A) sufficiently charges the second power source (48) (col. 6, lines 28-55). 

6. Regarding claim 5: Yabe further discloses wherein the control circuit 93 is 
controlled by the clock circuit (104). 

7. Regarding claim 1 1 : Yabe further a comparator circuit (971 ) that operates so as 
not to turn on the second switch (SW1-SW4) when the voltage of the second power 
source (48) is at or below a predetermined voltage (col. 14, lines 41-67, col. 15; lines 1- 
28). 

8. Regarding claim 12: Yabe further discloses wherein the switch circuit (49) has a 
first switch that connects the first power source (80) in parallel to the second power 
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source (48) and, when the power source input detecting circuit 92 detects that the 
second power source (48) is input, the control circuit 93 turns on the first switch (SW1 1 - 
SW14, SW21 ) to connect the first power source (80) and the second power source 
(48) (col. 7, lines 40-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, col. 9, lines 1-49, col. 10, lines 42-67). 

9. Regarding claim 1 3: Yabe further discloses a power generator (A); and a voltage 
detector (92A-92C) for turning on the first switch (SW1 1 -SW1 4, SW21 ) when th e power 
generator (A) sufficiently charges the second power source (48) (col. 6, lines 28-55). 

10. Regarding claim 14: Yabe further discloses wherein the control circuit 93 is 
controlled by the clock circuit (104). 

11. Regarding claim 20: Yabe further discloses a comparator circuit (971) that 
operates so as not to turn on the first switch (SW1 1 -SW1 4, SW21 ) when the voltage of 
the second power source (48) is at or below a predetermined voltage (col. 14, lines 41- 
67, col. 15, lines 1-28). 



12. Claims 1,2,12,13 and 20 are further rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Inoue et al (US 4785435). 

Inoue et al disclose an electronic timepiece in Fig. 1 comprising: a first power source 
C2; a clock circuit 20 connected to the first power source ; a power source input 
detecting circuit 4 for detecting an input of a second power source C1 ; a switch circuit 
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S1 , S2 for connecting the first power source C2 and the second power source C1 ; and 
a control circuit 6 for controlling the switch circuit S1 , S2 to connect the first power 
source C2 and the second power source C1 so that the first power source is charged by 
the second power source , thereby operating the clock circuit 20, when the power 
source input detecting circuit 4 detects an input of the second power source C1 (col. 5, 
lines 3ff); wherein the second power source C1 has a capacity larger than that of the 
first power source C1 col. 4, lines 6,9); wherein the switch circuit has a first switch S1 
that connects the first power source in parallel to the second power source and, when 
the power source input detecting circuit 4 detects that the second power source C1 is 
input, the control circuit 6 turns on the first switch S1 to connect the first power source 
and the second power source (col. 4, lines 32ff); a power generator GEN; and a voltage 
detector 4 for turning on the first switch when the power generator sufficiently charges 
the second power source C1 ; and a comparator circuit 60 that operates so as not to turn 
on the second switch when the voltage of the second power source is at or below a 
predetermined voltage (col. 6, lines 62ff). 

1 3. Claims 6-1 0 and 1 5-1 9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's comments have been given careful consideration, but have not been found 
persuasive. Applicant suggests patentability is now predicated on the added language 
to claim 1 pertaining to "newly inserted" power source and "during a halted state of the 
timepiece" , the latter referring to detecting the input of the second power source. 
However, with respect to the "newly inserted" second power source, the detecting 
circuit identified in Yabe and in Inoue each detect the input of the second power source 
at all times. Further, each detecting circuit detecting an input is not dependent on the 
particular type of second power source or the time when the latter was inserted. 
Therefore, the detecting circuits detect an input of the second power source at any time, 
including a newly inserted power source. The limitation "during a halted state of the 
timepiece" is likewise met in Yabe and Inoue for similar reasons. The detection of the 
input of the second power source is performed at all times, and therefore also during a 
"halted state" of the timepiece, e.g. when the hands may not be rotating. 

14. Claims 6-1 0 and 1 5-1 9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vit W. Miska whose telephone number is 571-272-2108. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Renee Luebke can be reached on 571-272-2009. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



A/it W. Miska/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2833 



